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the time to elect a Superior was drawing near, being
somewhat disturbed by the fear of being elected,
she cast herself at her Bridegroom's feet, —she
caressed and coaxed him; represented to him that he
had passed all his life in lowliness, affirming that his
Kingdom was not of this world; and implored him
to grant her the favor that her life might bear some
resemblance to his, and might be a homage of his
manger, a hanging upon his cross, and a continua-
tion of his self-effacement, since he wished our lives
to be hidden in his. ' I promise you and make a
vow to you,' said she, 'that I will love and honor
her whom you shall elect, and that I [179] will obey
you faithfully in obeying her, as far as it shall be
possible for me to do so. I shall see you in seeing
her, I shall love you in loving her; in short, she
shall hold your place to me.' Her prayer was
granted and her vow fulfilled. As soon as the
Superior was elected, she went to find her, rendered
her a faithful account of her soul, and made known
to her the paths and the roads which God took for
her guidance,—and all this with the candor and
simplicity of a child, and with a deference wholly
ingenuous and very lovable. I leave you to judge
whether a Superior could fail to love a soul so
submissive, a soul endowed with very fine talents, a
generous soul which did more than it said, a soul
which disliked anything shallow, anything low in
its conversation, which was free from all puerility
before the world, and which rendered itself com-
pliant and docile to those who directed it.

" I am ocular witness to this last article, for she
revealed her heart to me at that time. I was the
depositary of her fears and vows and of her entire


